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Major Sentencing Changes 
Impacting Community Supervision Caseloads 
and Prison Population

10,132
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1995

1996 
Vehicular Homicide 
and Vehicular 
Assault was added 
to Community 
Custody 
requirements
Sex offenders 
community custody 
period increased to 
three years

1999 
Violent and Crimes 
Against a Person 
offenses added to 
required of one year 
Community Custody
Increase supervision 
for DOSA offenders

1999 
Community 
supervision for 
certain FTOW 
offenders decreased 
to one year

2001 
3ESSB 6151 passed 
– Certain sex 
offenses have 
community custody 
for statutory 
maximum of the 
offense

2000 
Community Custody 
for prison offenders 
changed to a range 
of supervision
Offenders’ 
supervision level 
determined by risk

2003 
ESSB 5990 passed; 
eliminating 
supervision for 
certain low-risk 
felony offenders and 
eliminating the 
requirement for DOC 
supervision for 
monetary only 
purposes

2002 
Reduced Sentencing 
Laws and Scoring 
for Certain Drug 
Offenses

2003 
ESSB 5990 Passed 
affecting Earned 
Release 
Calculations

1998 
2-year Enhancement 
for Prior DUIs for 
Current Vehicle 
Homicide-DUI

1996 
2-Strike Law Passed

1997 
Sex Offense 
Penalties Increased

1995 
Hard Time for Armed 
Crime Passed

1999 
Expanded DOSA 
Eligibility

2004 
Increased 
Confinement Range 
for Offenders 
Sentenced to the 
Special Sex 
Offender Sentencing 
Alternative

2001 
3ESSB 6151 
Passed; defining 
Indeterminate 
sentencing for 
certain sex offenses

2005 
Residential DOSA 
Option was created

2005 
SSB 5256 passed; 
eliminating 
supervision for 
certain low-risk 
misdemeanant 
offenders

2007 
E3SHB 1001 
Passed increasing 
Sentences for Auto 
Theft

2007 
ESSB 6157 Offender 
Reentry was passed

2006 
Felony DUI was 
created
Mandatory Minimum 
Sentences were 
established for 
certain sex offenses
Sex offense 
penalties increased

2009 
Changes to Property 
Thresholds
Deportation of Alien 
Offenders

2010 
Family Offender 
Sentencing 
Alternative was 
passed

2010 
Sunset of ESSB 
5990 affecting 
Earned Release 
Calculations

2011 
ESSB 5891 passed; 
eliminating sanction 
tolling for non-sex 
offenders and 
reducing community 
supervision 
caseloads

2009 
ESSB 5288/6162  
passed; reducing 
community 
supervision 
caseloads

2006 
Requiring 
supervision for 
failure to register
Increasing 
community 
supervision for 
specific sex offenses
Requiring 
supervision for the 
crime of identify theft 
and felony DUIs

2010 
SSB 6414 passed; 
affecting the length of 
supervision for first and 
second time fail to 
register

1994
1994 

3-Strike Law Passed

20122012 
2E2SSB 6204 
passed; reducing the 
length of supervision 
for misdemeanants 
from 24 months to a 
12 months

2012 
2E2SSB 6204 
passed; imposed 
swift and certain 
sanctioning for 
community custody 
violators, and 
changed detainers 
for new crime(s)

Community 42,293 44,713 47,749 51,084 52,752 54,381 53,952 56,736 58,687 62,864 65,549 35,649 29,137 26,451 27,063 28,188 28,894 20,155 18,929 16,226 15,395
Prison 10,132 10,491 10,997 11,781 12,590 13,306 14,265 14,651 15,007 15,462 16,344 16,736 17,388 17,827 18,006 18,284 18,518 18,360 18,271 17,779 17,558

Fiscal Year Averages

2013
2013 

SB 5912 changed 
supervision 
requirements for 
certain driving 
offenses
Increased capacity 
for the Residential 
DOSA

2013 
SB 5892 passed; 
changing elements 
of the drug grid
Changes in 
presentence (jail 
good time) credits 

17,558

15,395


